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Letter
Team Night 2 Dear Parents,
STEM 5 It is hard to believe that November is here and that we will soon be hakRiagnt -Teacher

conferences. SRS teachers are looking forward to meeting with you Novembét %™

2009. We will dismiss school at 12:30 p.m. on these days. Our evening conferences will be
Green Tip 3 held on Thursday, November 9 Your childds teacher will
convenient conference time.

AasllEl 4 The results of thePennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) administered in the
spring of 2009 were released recentlyNinety percent or more of otft 8" and 3" graders

Interview 6 achieved at the advanced and/or proficient level in Math and Reading.

Traditions 6

MATH ASSESSMENT

Food Services 7

Grade Advanced  Proficient  Basic _ Below Basic
Recipe Y 5th 89.0% 9.0% 2.0% 0.0%
SIS 8 4th 81.0% 17.0% 2.0% 0.0%
Es:gtr:ing 8 3rd 72.0% 26.0% 3.0% 0.0%

READING ASSESSMENT

Grade Advanced Proficient Basic  Below Basic
Gth 55.0% 39.0% 3.0% 3.0%
4th 68.0% 28.0% 4.0% 0.0%

3 52.0% 44.0% 3.0% 1.0%



mm Principal 0s

As part of their study of the United Nations and world geography, our third grade cele-
brated United Nations Day by having a lunchtime international food festival on Friday,
October 23rd. Students sampled foods from around the world. All third graders were
assigned a specific continent. They then brought in a representative food from a coun-
try on that continent to make the celebration possible.

We held our Halloween parade on Friday, October 30th. Ghosts and goblins, witches

and wizards, as well as a variety of other colorful and scary figures, paraded around SRS

to the delight of parents and other special guests. They saigv e Been Worki ng
Costume, The Addams Fa@ihost of Johand Halloween Is a Very Unusual Nigfier

the Halloween parade , they returned to their rooms for classroom parties.

May you and your family enjoy the pleasures of the coming Thanksgiving day holiday.

Gary Davis
Principal

What is TEAM Night?

TEAM Night (Technology, Engineering,is to possess the joy of teaching children
TEAM Night and Math) encourages hands learning of new concepts in a handm and interactive
science, technology, engineering, and matbnvironment. TEAM Night booths are set
concepts. Children (and their parents) re-up throughout the first floor of SRS. It is
ceive a TEAM passport and journey aroundscheduled forThursday, November 19 ™
to 10 different stations presenting hands from 6:30 6 8 :00 p.m., conveniently dur-
Interested in helping at and interactive instruction in predetermined ing ParenfTeacher Conferences, so that
TEAM Night? learning concepts used in these fields, sucparents who are in conference can leave
SR T AT £ as robotics, electronics, friction, energytheir children off at TEAM Night on the first
sources, probability, etc. These stations, offloor of SRS, where there will be plenty of
booths, are set up (with instructions) by adults supervising and visiting booths.
Ho me & School &8s D iPleesenfeel freents contachLinda Armour at
S.T.E.M. and run by parent volunteers. I[farmour@comcast.nefor additional infor-
The only requirement for parent volunteers mation.

4 N

TE@M Players Needed!

Volunteers are needed to staff tables and assist with activities in one of twerdihiute
shifts: 6:30 6 7:15 p.m. and7:15 6 8:00 p.m. Please specify which shift you would like
\ to sign up for. To join the roster, pleasemaillfarmour@comcast.net /

Thursday, November 19 *
from 6:30 & 8 :00 p.m

[farmour@comcast.net

RISING STAR
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Science, Technology, Engineering

Dimensions in S.T.E.M. is compiling a There are opportunities to teach and/or
database of SRS parents who have aprovide materials that would support
career, schooling, or interest in the teaching efforts in the fields of Science
fields of Science, Technology, Engineer-Tec hnol ogy, Enginee
ing, or Math. We are looking for par- have a career in any of these areas? N natan

ent resources in these areas to help us problem, because you just may have

provide enrichment opportunities to  hobby or interest that qualifies. Oscilloscope s,
the children at SRS.

If you know 1 d

e-mail Linda

Armour!

Check out some of these hobby/interest examples

e Model aircraft e R/C vehicles
e Amateur astronomy e Robotics
e Amateur radio acronym e Rock collecting, amateur geology
¢ Digital photography e Scuba diving (equipment show and tell)
e Electronics (more innards) e Sky diving (equipment show and tell)
e Small plane pilots e Tesla coils (I know there are people out there
e Hot Air Ballooning who like to build high voltage devices, and what's
e Metal detecting (theory of electromagnetism) cooler than lightning?!)
e Microscopy (nothing more fun than looking at e Do you have an Oscilloscope?
bacteria) e Do you like to do chemistry experiments?
e Model rockets e Do you collect records and have a record player?
e Model ships How about a decibel meter?

e Model trains

Please help Dimensions in S.T.E.M. maintain a database of SRS parents with either careers/training or with hobbies in
the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, or Math by contacting Linda Armdarnabiur@ comcast.net

Provide your name, your occupation and/or hobby, and if applicable any resources that you may have that can be
used to enrich our childrends education at SRS. Thank

Don't let the faucet run. Turn off the water while you brush your teeth. You'll sa> \ i

about 100 gallons of water per month once this habit becomes second nature. Does \
anyone else in your family leave the faucet on when they brush their teeth, shave, etc.?
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A Few Words from Home

Welcome November! The beautiful trees around SRS have
changed colors and the first winter coats have appeared on the play-
ground. By the time you receive this letter we will have celebrated both a
wonderful Fall Festival (organized byMargaret Hoch and Sheri
Whelpley ) as well as one of the most special events of the SRS year, the
Halloween parade!!!!

One of the nicest parts of writing this letter every month is tak-
ing a moment to reflect on all of the wonderful people who have helped
make the past month great for our SRS community. We started off the
month with our Back to School picnic! Many thanks td<ate Dickey
and Beth Resweber for organizing the great pizza and bake sale to
benefit our fabulous fifth graders! It is so nice to find a spot on the playing
field among friends and to sit back and watch both the talented perform-
ers on the Sparrow House stage and the wild multiage play happening on
the playground and playing fieldselly Kane andBridget Welsh did a
great job MCing the night!

During October four of our Home and School fundraisers
wrapped up. Pat t i Dedl e @Grgenraising catalogue sale .
Home and School will earn over $500 dollars from this fundraiser this
year and we hope that all of those who purchased items from Greenrais-
ing will benefit from their low environmental impact for years to cofe
just think how much less trash is produced by using your new stainless
steel water bottle or reusuabl e slandw
parent of a fifth grader and so Home and School will be looking for some-
one new to continue the green fundraising efforts next y&xwuld it be
you???

Many thanks tqJulie Feldman for leading thecoupon books
sale. This book truly does pay for itself with its huge range of coupons
while also raising money for Home and School. Many thanks also to the

Mark your calendars! grade representatives who helped Julie organize this sale pri@atk
The next H&S meeting will to School night. This month we also wrapped up tt&ally Foster gift
be on Nov. 11 at 7:30pm. wrap sale. We are so appreciative thadtori Foglio volunteered to run
this yeard6s sale which has al ways _beel
for Home and School.
By now you have all received the totally essential
school directory . Ali Holsinger did an amazing
job of updating the process for receiving directory
information. Lauren McKinney also did a great
job of l eading ad sal es, a
economy.

Our Home and School meeting in Octo-
ber was full of information and ided&sso exciting!

We heard fromShelly Bolinger about the inspi-
rational ABC house and from The Rotary club
about opportunities for hosting a foreign exchange
student. This was also the first paperless Home and
School meeting. The minutes were posted on the
library computers and our agenda was displayed on
the library SMART board. Many thanks tudi
Taylor who helped us so much with this process

Cont. on pg. 5

RISING STAR
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Home & School Cont.

and also toRenee Stroback who so kindly shared her which we can provide our children with more healthy

library space and equipment. During this meeting we food choices, as well as ways in which we can maximize

also approved a $116.0De=acher Initiative Request the amount of time our children get to play outside. Be

to pay for transportation of the second gradersto Plush sur e t o | ook for Karen Shorebd

Mills Senior Living Community to sing Halloween SongsRising Star which will discuss how we as parents can

for the residents. This was such a wonderful event for support these efforts. In addition, we are thrilled to

all last year and Home and School is thrilled to be a part announce a new dining option available to our children,

of hopefully making this an SRS tradition. KidOrganics , a business started by a local mother con;
Wedve had some new addetneds abouburchvoldoends diets

teer team.Vippy Yee is now responsible for laying out check out www.kidofoods.comor call 8883145430.

the Rising Stab SRS 0 s new O0Ezi ne d6These luhcheshave beenagiven saves reviews by both
fabulous work Vippy! In additiodeff Sumner has vol-  students and parents.
unteered to headDimensions in Technology . We As always, thank you to all of you who volun-

are so appreciative that he is lending his expertise to teer your time in so many ways. Special thanks goes to

this committee. Speaking of technology, please take theLee Seamen, volunteer coordinatorLeann McCul-

time to read about the upcoming TEAM night in this lough, library volunteer coordinator, antlika Haase,

edition of The Rising Star. art room volunteer coordinator. These women are re-
Courtesy of our grant writer extraordinaire, sponsible for making the volunteer connections happen.

Brooke Penders , Home and School received$d 000 We are consistently awed by the amount of time, en+

grant from Best Buy for the purchase of new tech- ergy, and expertise that our community is willing to give

nology. Home and School is communicating with Marki n support of SRS. Wedd I["ove t
Finlayson, head of technology for our district, about Home and School meeting next month and even if you
what items would be most beneficial for our students c an 6t make it, we would 4l ove
and staff. and questions via email.
Leading our new dimensiom)imensions in Happy Fall!!
Food, Dining, and Recess, Karen Shore , working
with our SRS cafeteria staff, has devoted an extraordi- Katie Crawford and Carlin McCoy
nary amount of time and effort to exploring ways in presidents@srskids.org

SRS Students
enjoying this
year 0s

School Picnic
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Rising Star Communit)}] In

Surely our greatest asset at SRS i Risiogur_ 6 won
St a €dnmunity InterviésvS" grader Ryan Lowe. Ryan loves ice hockey and attends I
SRS along with his brother, Trevor, who is iff rade. Many thanks to Ryan and his par- |
ents for the chance to get to know one of our students! I
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Do you have a favorite book?
Diary of a Wimpy Kidseries by Jeff Kinney

|
|
|
Who is your inspiration? |
My parents inspire me. I
|
|
|
|

What does a typical Saturday look like for you?

| usually get up earlier on Saturdays and Sundays than
do for school! | get up early to go play hockey or to
watch my brother play hockey. If | have free time | like
to watch TV or play video games.

|
Name a place youdve al ways d
ing. What would you do when you got there?
I would like to go to Vancouver, British Columbia, |

Canada to see the 2010 Winter Olympics. |
I's there a person from Ri st

meet? |

George Washington I

|}

/
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SRS Family TraCzmss

The Rising Star is introducing a new monthly feature on &
family traditions. This month we asked families about t!.
favorite traditions for Hal:\
plenty of candy on Halloween night, you may find some
more unusual treats at the following SRS households:

e The Disney/ Hodges family prepares sausag
e The Sophocles family gives toothbrushes to Halloween visitors
e The Yee/Dijstelbloem family hands out fortune cookies

I f you would |Ii ke to share some of your f a
of the Rising Star, pleasengail Vippy Yee at vippyl@yahoo.com .

RISING STAR
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A Message from Food Services

Dear Parent (s) and/or Guardian,

Please utilize our online services!

You may access your st udveviwmynstrikidsscone t Ear mo@osthtlaelwabsite will onl i ne a
all ow parents to check balances, view tr amiéranciidérsons and S«
To access your studentds account, ol | owi
e Visitwww.mynutrikids.com Gree_n Tlp; ) )

Use the email notification
e Register your student(s) You will need a student ID number issued by th and save paper|

District. Please contact the SRS main office at (8923470 ext. 4506 or
the Food Service Office at (61:8P23470 ext. 2152 for this information.

e Once registered with the site, you will be presented with options regarding account transaction viewers and
0l ow b arai motfieaonse

Please contact Food Services with any questions at83PB470 ext. 2152 .

SRS Recipe of the Month

Curried Pecans
(originally from the Frog Cookbook)

1Ib pecans 1 1/4 tsp cumin

1/2c sugar 1/4 tsp coriander

2 1/2 tbsp corn oil 1/2 tsp ginger

1/2 tsp salt 1/4 tsp ground cloves
1/4 tsp pepper 1/2 tsp chili powder

1/4 tsp cayenne pepper

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Combine sugar and oil in a large bowl.

Combine remaining spices in another bowl.

Blanch nuts in boiling water for one minute and drain well.

While nuts are still hot, stir them into the bowkith sugar and oil so that they are coated well, let stand 10 minutes.
Spread nuts in a single layer and bakeé380ninutes, stirring every 5 minutes until golden.

Toss nuts with spices.

Nouoh,rwhpE

You can purchas®ammoth Pecan Halves for $6.75 /LB (Regularly $8.99 / LB) &the Head Nut in Swarthmore
during the month of November.You'll also find many of the spices used in this recipe available for purchase at their falu-
lous bulk prices.Be sure to mention that you saw it in the Rising Star!
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. Three Cheer s, |l t 6s Our Tl
oOn the f
school this year, one
youngster entered Alumni and Friends Supporting Kids (ASK) is composed of alumni of past and present
his school, spotted schools of the Wallingfordwarthmore School District (WSSD), parents, and friends.

his principal, went
directly to her and
asked: 6D
can | go to the Wal-

The mission of ASK is to provide funding for economically disadvantaged elementary
school children in the WSSD in order to enable them to participate in activities that will

lingford Arts Center enrich their lives, support their talents, and develop their interests.
again? | really like
my class there a

l ot !

There are 98 children in need.
This year, we will support 12 students.
We need your help.

To make a donation to ASK, or to learn more about volunteer opportunities,
call Liz Morris Orye at 610 -565-9996 or visit www.alumnisupportingkids.org

_________________________ -
Upcoming SRS Events
P 9 .
November 3 NO SCHOOL :
November 11 Home and School Meeting at 7:30PM I
I
November 19 Evening Conferences and TEAM night |
|
I
I
|
I
J

-

November 19 625 Early Dismissal at 12:30PM

November 26 06 27 NO SCHOOL
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